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ABSTRACT 
Outside of copra product ion which suf fered  heavy losses from t h e  series of cyclones t h a t  h i t  
Polynesia i n  1983, Tikehau's main resource der ives  f r a n  artisanal f i sh ing .  The method of ca tch ing  f i s h  
has been handed down by t r a d i t i o n ,  us ing  an e l a b o r a t e  "park" system of t r a p s  s taked i n  shallow waters 
near  the pass  o r  the channels where lagoon and ocean meet. 
Heirs t o  the  s tone  parks abandoned i n  t h e  e a r l y  s i x t i e s ,  these  t r a p s  are now 30 i n  number and 
belong t o  about  a dozen fishermen. This i s  g e n e r a l l y  a family a f f a i r  and only r a r e l y  c a l l s  for  paid 
labour. 
Once simply p r a c t i c e d  t o  supplement copra product ion and supply i n d i v i d u a l  needs, l i t t l e  by 
l i t t l e  f i s h i n g  h a s  become a s p e c i f i c a l l y  canmercial  a c t i v i t y .  The ca tch  was f i r s t  taken t o  the 
neighbouring i s l a n d  of Makatea where phosphate d e p o s i t s  w e r e '  being e x p l o i t e d ,  l a t e r  t o  t h e  b u s t l i n g  
urban c e n t r e  of Papeete. 
Nowadays t h e  ca tch  always goes t o  t h e  Papeete, market, on a small coas te r  equipped w i t h  
ice-boxes, o r  else on a r e c e n t l y  acquired, twin-engine plane. flowever, a f t e r  a spec tacular  r i s e  i n  thy 
e a r l y  s e v e n t i e s ,  t h e  amount of f i s h  s o l d  has  dec l ined  sharp ly ,  and i t  seems doubtful  t h a t  an 
acce lera ted  e f f o r t  could reverse  the t rend.  \ 
RESUME 
En dehors  d'une product ion de coprah compromise par  une succession de cyclones en 1983, l a  
p r i n c i p a l e  ressource  de Tikehau e s t  le f r u i t  d'une pêche a r t i s a n a l e  t r a d i t i o n n e l l e .  E l l e  e s t  e f f e c t u é e  
21 p a r t i r  d e  p ièges  f i x e s  d isposés  à f a i b l e  profondeur aux a len tours  de la passe e t  des chenaux & 
communiquent l e  lagon e t  l 'océan 
Hérit iers des  parcs  en p i e r r e  tombés en désuétude au début des années so ixante ,  ces p ièges  a u  
nanbre d'une t r e n t a i n e  appar t iennent  une douzaine de personnes. Leur e x p l o i t a t i o n  se f a i t  à une 
é c h e l l e  f a m i l i a l e  e t  ne r e c o u r t  qu'exceptionellement B une main d 'oeuvre salariée.  
Naguère exercée e n  appoint de la production de coprah e t  B des f i n s  d'autoconsommation, l a  
pêche es t  peu B peu devenue une a c t i v i t é  s p é c i f i q u e  B vocat ion  commerciale dont  l e  produi t  e s t  évacui  
v e r s  l ' a t o l l  v o i s i n  de Makatea, pendant l ' & p l o i t a t i o n  du gisement d e  phosphates ,  p u i s  vers  
1 'agglomération de Papeete. 
Aujourd'hui, les captures  s o n t  tou jours  d e s t i n é e s  au marché d e  Papeete  oÙ e l l e s  s o n t  
acheminées p a r  un p e t i t  caboteur équipé de g l a c i è r e s ,  e t  depuis  peu, par un bimoteur a f f e c t é  au 
t r a n s p o r t  a é r i e n  des marchandises. Mais les q u a n t i t é s  vendues, après  une progress ion  s p e c t a c u l a i r e  au 
début  des  années soixante-dix,  o n t  fortement d é c l i n é ,  e t  il p a r a i t  douteux qu'un e f f o r t  de pêche accru 
puisse  opérer  un retournement de tendance. 
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b e r  of s c a t t e r e d  farmers and fishermen, most peo- 
p l e  l i v e  i n  the  Southwest po r t ion  of t h e  a t o l l  i n  
the v i l l a g e  of Tuherahera on the  i s l e t  o r  motu of 
t he  same name. Agr icu l ture  and f i s h i n g  are t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  Three q u a r t e r s  of t h e  a t o l l ' s  
a c t i v e  male popula t ion  work i n  copra production, 
which was c lose  t o  600 metric tons  i n  1960 and ave- 
rages  only 355 tons lyea r  between 1970 and 1980, 
and cu r ren t ly  accounts f o r  less than 3% of French 
Polynes ia ' s  t o t a l  output.  On t h e  o the r  hand, t h e  
s a l e  of f i s h  has gone up cons iderably ,  from 33 
me t r i c  tons  i n  1960 t o  237 t e n  years  l a t e r .  Between 
1970 and 1980 sales reach a yea r ly  average of 324 
me t r i c  tons.  This r ep resen t s  15% of t h e  T e r r i t o r y ' s  
small  s c a l e  f i s h i n g  and employs a f i f t h  of t he  is- 
l and ' s  workers. A f t e r  having approached t h e  500 
tons  l e v e l  i n  1973, s a l e s  dropped g radua l ly  t o  
200 tons  i n  the  1980s. I n  c o n t r a s t ,  copra produc- 
t i o n  rose  sharp ly  a f t e r  a p r i c e r i s e  t o  double,  j u s t  
before  t h e  cyclones i n  1983, only t o  plummet then. 
In  1984, tonnage from t h e  lagoon i s  t e n  times 
h igher  than from t h e  coconut groves : 240 me t r i c  
t ons  as aga ins t  24. 
INTRODUCTION 
The a t o l l  of Tikehau l i es  some 167 miles NE of 
Papeete i n  t h e  Northern p a r t  of t h e  Tuamotu Gambier 
a rch ipe lago ,  a t  a l a t i t u d e  of 15" South and a lon- 
g i tude  of 143"lO' West. Two thousands h e c t a r e s  of 
dry  land a r e  s t rung  toge the r  i n  an oval-shaped 
r i n g  which communicates wi th  t h e  ocean through a 
shallow pass.  It belongs t o  the  same administra- 
t i v e  d i s t r i c t  as t h e  neighboring a t o l l s  of Rangi- 
r o a  and Mataiva and the  i s l a n d  of Makatea. Low ton  
cargos,  s t i l l  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  schooners,  and based 
i n  Papeete,  b r ing  passengers and merchandise t o  
and from the  a t o l l .  And as of 1977 A i r  Polynes ie  
a i r l i n e  o f f e r s  weekly f l i g h t s  on a T w i n ~ O t t e r  pla- 
ne. 
Two hundred seventy-nine i n h a b i t a n t s  were coun- 
t e d  i n  t h e  October 1983 census. Aside f'rom a num- 
FISH TRAPS 
J u s t  as  i n  the  surrounding a t o l l s ,  f i s h i n g  i s  
p rac t i ced  with the  he lp  of f ixed  t r a p s  i n s t a l l e d  
at low depths i n  a reas  where f i s h  pass  (1). Former- 
l y  made from c o r a l  fragments, t h e i r  number have 
increased  i n  the  e a r l y  1960s thanks t o  government 
support  and t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  of chicken wire f o r  
t he  c o r a l  p i l e s .  Numbering 37 i n  1963 (Echinard,  
1972) 
Serv ice) .  A s  of ju ly  1984, 22 were r e g i s t g r e d  as 
being i n  working condi t ion ,  wi th  10 others ides-  
t royed  by t h e  cyclones and s t i l l  ev ident  owing t o  
s e v e r a l  half-sunken s t akes .  A s  well as t h e  increa-  
s e  i n  t r a p s  t h e i r  l oca t ion  has  a l s o  changed over 
the  years .  In  1963 two t h i r d s  were spread out  alonz 
t h e  inne r  c r e s t  of t h e  r ee f  near  copra islets and 
a t h i r d  were nea r  t h e  pass.  Today they  a r e  l a r g e l y  
found around t h e  borders  of t he  v i l l a g e  and t h e  
pass.  This  development co inc ides  with t h e  end of 
25 were counted i n  1976 ( T e r r i t o r i a l  f i sh inp;  
~ 
i 
seasonal  migra t ion  of copra workers around the  
a t o l l ,  and can be  expla ined  by t h e  growing com- 
munications oppor tuni t ies .  
The genera l  physiognomy of t h e  t r a p s  can be 
summed up as fo l lows  : two funnel-shaped arms, 
t h e  rauroa ,  l ead  to a heart-shaped chamber, t he  
aua, t h a t  extends towards t h e  back o r  on t h e  s i d e  
i n t o  a secondary chamber, t h e  t i pua ,  wi th  which 
it communicates through a narrower opening. A s  
t h e  f i s h  arrive they are guided by t h e  c o l l e c t o r  
arms towards t h e  e n t r y  chamber and from t h e r e  t o  
t h e  ad jo in ing  chamber, which serves  as a f i sh -  
pond and i s  c losed  when t h e  ca tch  i s  l a r g e  enough 
o r  when i t  is time t o  b r ing  i n  the  harves t .  
meters 'and are made of wire n e t  pane ls  he ld  up by 
s t a k e s  1.7 meters a p a r t ,  two t h i r d s  of which a r e  
of wood and a t h i r d  of galvanized i ron .  They gene- 
r a l l y  have an opening angle of 65" and t h e  arm 
b u i l t  aga ins t  t h e  bank i s  50m long, t h e  one b u i l t  
towards t h e  o u t s i d e  30x11. They cover a ground area 
of 1,200 m2. 
These f i g u r e s  a r e  inf luenced  by t h e  morpholo- 
gy of t h e  lagoon and pass  f l o o r s  and the  s p e c i f i c  
use t h e  t r a p  i s  meant t o  serve .  Near t h e  pass t h e  
f l o o r  drops down sha rp ly  and water cu r ren t s  acce- 
l e r a t e  so t h a t  t r a p s  must be more s o l i d ,  and need 
t o  be i n s t a l l e d  deeper down, under more d i f f i c u l t  
condi t ions .  The arms are shor tened ,  t h e  opening 
angle becomes sharper  and wood r ep laces  i r o n  i n  
t h e  s t akes ,  which a r e  c l o s e r  toge ther ,  wider i n  
diameter and o f t e n  consol ida ted  by e l e c t r i c  cable  
s t ays .  Wire n e t t i n g  i s  r e in fo rced  and doubled 
along t h e  chambers which a r e  a l s o  l a r g e r  due t o  
t h e  p lac ing  of t r a p s  a t  loca t ions  w e l l  s tocked 
w i t h  f i s h  and a t  hand of t h e  p l ace  where ' the  col- 
l e c t i n g  schooner uses  t o  s tay .  Traps are much less 
compact i n s i d e  t h e  lagoon. S takes  are made of 
'kaha ia '  wood Cguettarda) and are o f t en  more than 
2m apar t .  Arms spread  ou t  l i k e  tentacles and seem 
t o  be out  of propor t ion  with t h e  hold ing  capac i ty  
of t h e  chambers o r  fish-ponds. Some t r a p s  b u i l t  
along the shore l ine  have arms over lOOm long open- 
ed a t  an  angle g r e a t e r  than 90" and cover between 
3 4 , 0 0 0  m2 of  ground. Only s l i g h t l y  exposed, they 
r equ i r e  less maintenance, l a s t  longer  and cos t  
l e s s .  For example, t h e i r  w i r e  n e t t i n g  only needs 
t o  be changed once a year  as opposed t o  once 
every  s i x  months i n  t h e  pass. 
cos t  p r i c e ,  Theore t i ca l  replacement va lue ,  calcu- 
l a t e d  from 1984 p r i c e s ,  i s  on the  average around 
315,000 P a c i f i c  f r ancs ,  bu t  goes from 100,000 f o r  
a beach Crap t o  over 1 mi l l i on  f o r  t h e  main pass 
t r a p  which inc ludes  a series of t h r e e  ponds. Ta- 
k ing  i n t o  account t h e  f a c t  t h a t  most of t h e  sup- 
p o r t  s t akes  are of wood and most have been salva- 
ged, average cos t  p r i c e  i s  no more than  180,000 
P a c i f i c  f rancs .  Damage caused by t h e  cyclones t o  
the a t o l l ' s  f i s h i n g  ma te r i a l  was valued a t  9 m i l -  
l i o n  P a c i f i c  f r a n c s ,  4.5 of which f o r  f i s h  catch- 
i n g  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  - 41 were des igna ted  as v ic t ims  
of d i s a s t e r  and 33 rece ived  p a r t i a l  o r  t o t a l  reim- 
bursement. Using an es t imated  u n i t  cos t  p r i c e  of 
166,000 P a c i f i c  f r ancs ,  14 owners were reimbursed 
Traps are set up a t  a depth  of around two 
A t r a p ' s  l o c a t i o n  has an e f f e c t  on i t s  o v e r a l l  
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a t  a rate of 1009: f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t r a p ,  75% f o r  t h e  
second, and 50% f o r  t h e  t h i r d  (2). 
FISHElFIEN 
I n  1984 some 30 fishermen were counted as ac- 
t i v e  and a f u r t h e r  half-dozen r e t i r e d .  Of these  
a c t i v e  numbers a t h i r d  a r e  devoted exc lus ive ly  t o  
f i s h i n g ,  whi le  two t h i r d s  are involved i n  agr icu l -  
t u r a l  o r  o t h e r s  a c t i v i t i e s  as w e l l .  Ten people own 
the  t r a p s  cu r ren t ly  i n  opera t ion  (not counting two 
fishermen who have not  y e t  r e s to red  t h e i r  i n s t a l -  
l a t i o n s  s i n c e  t h e  cyclones) and t h e  30 people re- 
g i s t e r e d t a k e  care of them. The man who manages t h e  
pass  f i s h e r y ,  t h e  only e n t e r p r i s e  which deserves 
t h e  name, owns 7 t r a p s  which he looks a f t e r  along 
wi th  seve ra l  o t h e r  people under h i s  orders.  An- 
o the r  fisherman owns fou r ,  whi le  most have but  one 
o r  two which they  run wi th  t h e  he lp  of a c lose  re- 
l a t i v e  o r  an a s s o c i a t e ,  p lus  a d d i t i o n a l  workers 
f o r  f i s h  c o l l e c t i n g  and packaging. 
The average age i s  33, t h e  youngest being 15 
and t h e  o l d e s t  69. Breakdown by b i r t h p l a c e  shows 
t h a t  h a l f  were b o m  i n  t h e  Socie ty  i s l a n d s  (Wind- 
ward and Leeward i s l a n d s )  and ha l f  i n  t h e  Tuamotu. 
The youngest were b o m  on the  a t o l l ,  b u t  going .. 
back two o r  t h r e e  genera t ions ,  we f i n d  they a l l  
have ou t s ide  o r i g i n s ,  probably imposed by a h igh  
rate of in-breeding and r a t h e r  s t r i c t  r u l e s  of 
exogamy. This  would expla in  why, having no d i r e c t  
access  t o  land and consequently t o  copra produc- 
t i o n ,  they sought a l i v i n g  from t h e  sea. E ight  of 
t hese  fishermen are mainly farmers and copra pro- 
ducers today because t h e i r  wives a r e  n a t i v e s  of 
t h e  a t o l l  and own p ieces  of coconut groves.  An- 
o the r  dozen o r  so do part-t ime farm work f o r  o t h e r s ,  
following t h e  50150 sha r ing  ru l e .  Another dozen 
exc lus ive ly  f i s h  and do it o r  have been i n i t i a t e d  
i n t o  it wi th in  t h e  framework of t h e  f i s h e r y  ins- 
t a l l e d  nea r  t h e  pass.  
THE PASS FISHERY 
This  f i s h e r y  da t e s  back t o  t h e  e a r l y  1930s when 
i t s  promoter, an employee of t h e  Compagnie Françai-  
se des Phosphates de l 'Océanie (CFPO), a n a t i v e  of 
t h e  Leeward I s l a n d s  working i n  Makatea, decided t o  
go i n t o  t h e  f i s h i n g  bus iness  and set himself up on 
t h e  i s l a n d  t o  ca tch  f i s h  and se l l  it t o  Makatea. 
Up u n t i l  t h e  l a te  19509, between 2 and 2.5 met r i c  
tons  of f i s h  were s e n t  monthly the re .  I n  1960, an 
o f f i c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  f o r  c o m e r c i a l i z i n g  Tuamo- 
tuan lagoon f i s h  was c r ea t ed  i n  Papeete,  thus  g rea t -  
l y  changing the s i t u a t i o n  and from then  on expor t s  
were d i r ec tod  towards T a h i t i .  
This is  st i l l  t h e  case i n  1984 and t h e  f i s h e r y  
i s  now run  by t h e  c r e a t o r ' s  grandson, a f t e r  having 
been passed on t o  h i s  son. It inc ludes  7 t r a p s  : 
5 set up i n  series on a p r o j e c t i o n  of t h e  c o r a l  
p l a t eau  on t h e  West border  of t h e  pass ,  and 2 f a c e  
them on t h e  oppos i te  side.The two t r a p s  s i t u a t e d ,  
on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  r ee f  s lope  can be connected 
toge ihe r  w i th  a l a r g e  polyamid tw i s t ed  n e t .  It i s  
31 IÚUI meshsize, about 200 m long and 5 m high, 
and ' se t  i n  p l ace  every month a t  f u l l  moon and 
dur ing  t h e  s h i f t  of cur ren t .  This  ope ra t ion  must 
be done qu ick ly  otherwise t h e  n e t  w i l l  be c a r r i e d  
away by t h e  flowing waters (an unfor tuna te  inc i -  
dent  which happened two years  ago t o  a fisherman 
who wanted t o  extend t h e  arm of one of h i s  t r a p s ) .  
A f t e r  var ious  e f f o r t s  and t r i a l s ,  a s e r i e s  of 
ga lvanized  p ipes  was l a i d  down long i tud ina l ly  a t  
t h e  bottom of the  pass  and a t t ached  t o  c o r a l  
blocks i n  o rde r  t o  resist t h e  c u r r e n t ' s  tow. A t  
t h e  r i g h t  moment, scuba d ive r s  a t t a c h  t h e  n e t  t o  
these  p ipes ,  with prominent s t a k e s  a t  each end 
serv ing  as f i x i n g  po in t s .  The n e t  may s t a y  i n  
p l ace  s e v e r a l  days,  l a i d  f l a t  by t h e  cu r ren t  and 
b e c a u s e ' f l o a t e r s  are removed from t h e  middle sec- 
t i o n  t o  l e t  boa t s  pass.  When the  c u r r e n t  d i e s  
down, t h e  n e t  s t r a i g h t e n s  up aga in  and buoys a r e  
pu t  back i n  p l ace  t o  render i t  e f f e c t i v e .  
S i x  o r  seven fishermen work fu l l - t ime  keeping 
t h e  opera t ion  going. Almost a l l  a r e  r e l a t e d  toge- 
t h e r  and work under d i f f i c u l t  condi t ions .  Hand- 
l i n g  t h e  n e t ,  cons t ruc t ing  and upkeeping t h e  
t r a p s  demand prolonged per iods  of t i m e  i n  t h e  
water at  a depth of around 5 meters, i n  t h e  midst 
of v i o l e n t  c u r r e n t s ,  and sometimes h igh  swells 
and choppy seas. Sa les  from t h e  f i s h e r y  account 
f o r  about 70% of the  a t o l l ' s  commercial f i s h  pro- 
duc t ion  b u t  may f l u c t u a t e  g r e a t l y  from yea r  t o  
year  as witnessed by t h e  doubling of q u a n t i t i e s  
s o l d  between 1983 and 1984. 
The growth of t he  e n t e r p r i s e  c l e a r l y  demons- 
t r a t e s  a w i l l  and de termina t ion  t o  develop t h e  
ca tch ing  capac i ty  through a r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of 
methods used, f i r s t l y  by p l ac ing  t h e  t r a p s  i n  
l i n e  along the  borders  of t h e  pas s ,  then  adding 
a n e t  pn t o  t he  arm t h e  f a r t h e s t  from shore  t o  
in&eäse c o l l e c t i n g  power, and f i n a l l y  covering 
t h e  whole width of t h e  channel wi th  a n e t .  These 
e f f o r t s  go hand i n  hand wi th  the  sea rch  f o r  ade- 
qua te  d iv ing  ma te r i a l  - purchase of d iv ing  s u i t s ,  
a i r  tanks and small compressor. The manager's 
dynamic s p i r i t  is  a l s o  r e f l e c t e d  i n  a d e s i r e  f o r  
d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  which today l eads  him t o  take a 
s e r i o u s  look i n t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of b lack  
p e a r l  c u l t u r e ,  which i s  coming i n  i t s  own these  
days. 
Because of i t s  loca t ion ,  success  and t h e  
length  of t i m e  i t  has been t h e r e ,  t h e  f i s h e r y  
p l ays  a l ead ing  r o l e  i n  t h e  a r e a  - most f i she r -  
men i n  t h e  a t o l l  have worked t h e r e  a t  one time 
o r  another  and learned  t h e  techniques used - and 
w i r e  n e t t i n g  became widespread i n  the  1960s a f t e r  
having been introduced a t  t h e  f i s h e r y .  Because 
of t h e  volume of i t s  production and t h e  conse- 
quent nego t i a t ing  power, it a c t s  t o  f i x  p r i c e s  
and t o  determine the  number of v i s i t s  made by t h e  
t h e  schooner. 
However,its dominant p o s i t i o n  doe* not  she l -  
ter  it from c r i t i c i s m  when t i m e s  ge t  rough. S ince  
t h e  cyclones,  t h e  c los ing  of t h e  pas s ,  even j u s t  
a few hours i n  t h e  month, c r e a t e s  a c e r t a i n  re- 
sentment wi th  o t h e r  fishermen who see t h i s  as a 
s i g n  of  u n f a i r  competit ion,  a way of d i v e r t i n g  
. . . 
11 t ' 
t h e  f i s h  from t h e i r  t r a p s ,  ca tch ing  them wi th  t h e  
n e t  o r  keeping them from en te r ing  the  lagoon. 
Other problems tend  t o  fade  i n t o  a kind of v i l l a g e -  
pas s  qppos i t ion ,  which over laps  t h a t  between an 
organized and more o r  less i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  f i she -  
r y  and ind iv idua l  f i s h e r i e s  of a more informal  sty-. 
le. By way of example, s e v e r a l  v i l l a g e  fishermen 
r e c e n t l y  formed a shor t - l ived  a s soc ia t ion  wi th  an 
air-carrier from Papeete t o  ge t  alternative access 
t o  t h e  commercial market (Blanchet and a l . ,  1985). 
FISHING ORGANIZATION 
I 
Beyond these  emotion-charged re la t ions , , , ? ,  spe- 
c i f i c  o rgan iza t ion  governs t h e  f i s h i n g  t r a d e ,  as 
much by custom as by modern l e g i s l a t i o n .  I n  t h e  
p re sen t  con tex t ,  t h e  weight of t r a d i t i o n  i s  most 
ev ident  i n  the  only  c o l l e c t i v e  t r a p  loca ted  nea r  
t he  pass .  Communal r u l e s  always p re s ide  over i t s  
management (3 ) ,  but t h e  e a r l y  p r a c t i c e  of  red is -  
t r i b u t i o n  based on need has vanished g iv ing  way 
t o  a more formal equa l i ty .  Thus a new manager must 
be chosen every  yea r  from a l i s t  of candida tes ,  
open t o  a l l  and r e g i s t e r e d  i n  t h e  Mayor's o f f i c e .  
T rad i t ion  a l s o  in t e rvenes  i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of 
s i t e s  and a t t r i b u t i o n  of  l oca t ions  determined by 
long observa t ions  and o r a l  t ransmiss ion  of  g a t h e r  
ed information. Twenty out  of Twenty-two t r a p s  
have been set up on si tes t h a t  were used before  
and s t i l l  p e r i o d i c a l l y  r e b u i l t .  A s  a r u l e ,  each 
fislit,rman may i n s t a l l  himself where he sees f i t .  
B u t  t lie most coveted spo t s  a r e  appropr ia ted ,  inde- 
pcndL.ntly of ownership of t he  
t u  t he  use t h a t  i s  t o  be made of them.(4). Should 
a fisherman s top  us ing  a s i te  but  wish t o  hold t o  
the  space,  he keeps seve ra l  po les  i n  p l ace  t o  sta- 
ke ou t  h i s  claim. I n  f a c t ,  t h e  customary r u l e  i s  
t h a t  a space  t h a t  goes unused f o r  6 consecutive 
months and where no v i s i b l e  s igns  of appropr ia t ion  
remain, may be considered vacant and can be taken  
by whoever should so des i r e .  
d e m  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e g u l a t i n g  temporary occupation 
of p u b l i c  maritime domain. A f i r s t  decree i s sued  
i n  1971 concerns sites allowed wi th in  t h e  scope of 
a growing urbaniza t ion  process  extending along t h e  
sea  s i d e  i n  t h e  Soc ie ty  I s lands .  Another decree  is- 
sued August 1978 extends t o  f i s h i n g  e s t ab l i shmen t s ,  
and a decisionmade i n  1981 f i x e s  t h e  sum t o  be pa id  
f o r  l oca t ions  reserved  f o r  f i s h  catching. Today on- 
l y  t h e  p a s s  f i s h e r y  has taken  s t e p s  i n  t h i s  d i rec-  
t i o n ,  and i n  1983 obta ined  au tho r i za t ion  i n  due 
form. Th i s  au tho r i za t ion  i s  revocable i f  not used 
f o r  a pe r iod  of  3 months o r  more, a f t e r  g iv ing  2 
months no t i ce .  
The overlapping of l a w  and t r a d i t i o n  i n  the  
f i e l d  of f i s h i n g  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  g ives  an  i d e a  of t h e  
importance of ou t s ide  r e l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  fishermen, 
and e s p e c i a l l y  wi th  t h e  admin i s t r a t ive  c a p i t a l  of 
t he  Te r r i t o ry .  A f t e r  t h e  cyclones,  the T e r r i t o r i a l  
Agency f o r  Reconstruction (ATR), c r ea t ed  s p e c i f i -  
c a l l y  t o  dea l  wi th  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  reimbursed 33 
t r a p s ,  27 speed boa ts  and 37 outboard motors. 
I n  an e f f o r t  t o  meet t h e  most urgent  needs it pur- 
ground and according 
P a r a l l e l  t o  t h i s ,  t h e  t r aps  a r e  sub jec t  t o  mo- 
sued a p o l i c y  of r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  more than of fo r -  
mal equa l i ty .  For t h i s  reason  c e r t a i n  fishermen 
among t h e  main owners were s o r r y  n o t  t o  have re- 
ceived a more s u b s t a n t i a l  o v e r a l l  compensation. 
Never the less ,  t h e  quick  response i n  he lp ing  those  
badly  h i t  by t h e  d i s a s t e r  allowed f i s h i n g  t o  p i c k  
up aga in  and r e t u r n  t o  normal j u s t  one year a f t e r  
t h e  cyclone passage. 
FISHING YIEU) 
When the  f i s h  schooner a r r i v e s ,  t h e  fishermen 
head f o r  t h e i r  t r a p s  and proceed wi th  the  pack- 
aging of t h e i r  ca t ch  i n t o  more o r  less homogenous 
f i s h - s t r i n g s  ( 'paquets ' ) ,  around 3 k i l o s  each, 
which w i l l  be bought f o r  180 P a c i f i c  f r ancs  a 
p i ece  (130 f o r  t h e  more common types - vete o r  
Mulloidichthys).  The schooner remains nea r  t h e  
pass ,  on ly  en te r ing  i n s i d e  t h e  lagoon f o r  catches 
of over 200 f i sh - s t r ings .  I n  1984, t h e  boat pa id  
more o r  less r egu la r  weekly v i s i t s ,  increas ing  
dur ing  per iods  of h igh  production and diminishing 
dur ing  the  s l a c k  season (June t o  October). Two 
copra sh ips  a l s o  made a l t e r n a t i v e  s tops  every 
t h r e e  weeks, ca r ry ing  the  f i s h  caught by t h e  co- 
pTa workers. F i sh  brought t o  and so ld  a t  T a h i t i ' s  
municipal markets came t o  235.5 me t r i c  tons  a t  
y e a r ' s  end i n s t e a d  of 140 tons i n  1983. To which 
may be  added t h e  4.5 tons  flown i n  by an air-car- 
rier from Papeete,  which over a per iod  of s i x  
months provided r e g u l a r  a i r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a f t e r  
s ign ing  a con t rac t  wi th  a half-dozen fishermen 
(5). 
C o m e r c i a l  f i s h i n g  thus  a t t a i n e d  the  f i g u r e  
of 240 met r i c  t ons ,  corresponding t o  17 mi l l i on  
P a c i f i c  f r ancs .  By means of comparison, t h e  S t a t e  
pa id  around 22 .5  m i l l i o n  i n  p u b l i c  s e rv i ces  ( 6 ) ,  
and copra brought i n  1.3 mi l l i on .  It  w i l l  t ake  
some t i m e  before  copra production again reaches 
t h e  l e v e l  i t  was before  the  cyclones,  (24.5 m i l -  
l i o n  P a c i f i c  f r ancs  i n  1982) a t  which time the  
e f f e c t s  of pub l i c  a i d  w i l l  g r adua l ly  cease from 
be ing  f e l t .  Ten m i l l i o n  P a c i f i c  f r ancs  were pa id  
o u t  i n  1984 i n  t h e  form of s a l a r i e s  t o  some 30 
copra workers assigned t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  coconut 
groves. 
aga in  t o  be  c a l l e d  upon now t o  p l ay  a predomina- 
t i n g  ro l e .  A p a r t i a l  r e d i r e c t i o n  of the  a t o l l ' s  
i n h a b i t a n t s  t o  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  seems inev i t ab le .  
This is  s t a r t i n g  t o  happen and i s  encouraged by 
f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  from t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  Agency 
f o r  Reconstruction (ATR). The ques t ion  remains -_ 
how f a r  can development go ? I n  t h e  p re sen t  state 
of t h ings ,  i t  i s  hard t o  say, f o r  we do not  have 
s u f f i c i e n t  in format ion  t o  determine whether t he  
l i m i t i n g  f a c t o r  l ies  i n  t h e  resource  i t se l f ,  i n  
t h e  f i s h i n g  e f f o r t ,  t h e  commercialization, o r  i n  
each o f  t hese  s t ages .  
J u s t  as i n  the  e a r l y  seven t i e s ,  f i s h i n g  seems 
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NOTES I EIEUOGRAR1Y 
(1) t h i s  i s  an anc ien t  technique widespread i n  
t h e  South P a c i f i c  i s l a n d s ,  as w e l l  as i n  t h e  Phi- 
l i p p i n e s  and Indonesia.  Other f i s h i n g  methods 
- us ing  g i l l n e t s ,  handl ines ,  spea r s  and underwater 
harpoon guns - a r e  p rac t i ced  f o r  l o c a l  consumption 
o r  t o  add t o  t h e  catch from t h e  t r a p s  when t h e  
schooner passes.  
(2) Estimates made by EVAAM (Etablissement pour l a  
Va lo r i sa t ion  des A c t i v i t é s  Aquacoles e t  Maritimes) 
and used a s  a b a s i s  f o r  compensations gran ted  by 
t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  Agency f o r  Reconstruction. 
(3) Formerly, anyone could have access t o  t h e  com- 
munal t r a p  as long a s  he p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  its main- 
tenance, only took what he needed and d id  n o t  se l l  
t h e  f i s h  co l l ec t ed .  
(4) A s  François  Ravault po in ted  ou t ,  a d i s t i n c t i o n  
must be made between proper ty  below land and pro- 
p e r t y  above land  whose ex i s t ence  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  
i n s t a l l a t i o n s  of  var ious  s o r t s  wi th  c e r t a i n  r i g h t s  
a t t ached  t o  such i n s t a l l a t i o n s  l a s t i n g  as long as 
they  do. 
(5)  Due t o  i n s u f f i c i e n t  supply,  t h e  a i r - c a r r i e r  
'had t o  d iscont inue  i t s  rou te  a t  t h e  end of October 
1984 and switch i ts  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  o the r  a t o l l s .  
(6) inc luding  coconut grove r e s t o r a t i o n ,  and not  
Inc luding  pension and re t i rement  allowances. 
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